
July 22,1978 


Dear Friend, 

When the present military government took power in 
Argentina in the coup of March 1976, the junta promised 
to restore a respect for human rights. Left-wing terrorist 
activity ha^^een almost completely suppressed, but the pro- 
mise to restore human rights is a mockery. 15,000 persons have 
disappeared without a trace after being arrested by the police 
security forces or parapolice. 

Amnesty International has well-documented evidence of the 
exis tence of secret camps where prisoners are tortured and un- 
i^fuliy execTuted- Among the missing are women and children. 
One of them, Susana Lugones, was the 40th journalist in the 
country to disappear. 29 of her colleagues has been killed, 

70 imprisoned and 400 have gone into exile. 

Only a concerted effort by all of us expressing our deep 
concern about these gross violations of human rights may put 
a halt to this widespread suffering. We urge you to write to; 


Exmo. General Jorge Rafael Videla General Albano Harguindeguy 

Presidente de la Republica Argentina Ministro del Interior 

Casa Rosada Ministerio del Interior 

Buenos Aires, Argentina Casa de Gobierno 

Balcarce 50 
Buenos Aires, 

Argentina 


Sincerely yours. 
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Maigaret P. Grafeld, Director 
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ARGHITINA : 

ACTION PAPER FOR DISAPPEARED OR DETAIKED V/OMM AKD CHIXDRIU 

Amnesty International v/ould like to point out that women in Argentina are not 
repressed because they are women. However, they are more susceptible to 
physical abuse whilst in detention (rape, miscarriage under torture), Furtheraoro, 
the situation of abducted/detained women who give birth in prison is • 
particularly alarming. 


DISAPPEARANCES 

"A single death by firing squad can provoke a world-wide 
scandal: with the thousands of disappeared people there is 
always the convenience of uncertainty there are no 
crimes to report or explanations to be given.” 

Eduardo Galeano, Index . March/April 1978 

Since the military coup in Argentina of 2h March 1976, it is estimated that 
approximately 15, •'W people have disappeared. Indeed, lawyers and human rights 
organizations within Argentina estimate that since the coup, between 20,00C and 
3:0,000 habeas corpus writs have been filed at the Ministry of the Interior. 

The Argentine authorities usually give three reasons for why these people 
have disappeared: the person has gone ’handergrouad”; the person has chosen to 
emigrate without tolling relatives; the person has been killed in a clash with 
the security forces. However, there is ouch evidence to prove that persons who 
have disappeared were, in fact, illicitly arrested by official law-enforcing 
bodies. 

Many families fear reprisals against themselves or the abducted person if 
they rublicize the disappearance. There .is very little that they can do in 
Argentina except file a writ of habeas corpus with the Ministry of the Interior, 
Recently, however, the families of disappeared persons have become very active 
and have been appealing to international organizations like Amnesty International 
for help- They have forn.ed themselves into n committee called Comite“de 
Fnm'l iares de Desrparccidos y Dotenidos por Razones Politicos (the Committee of 
relatives of People Disappeared or Detained for Political Reasons), but ore known 
as "The Mad Women of the Plaza de Mayo”, because every Thursday they demonstrate 
in the Plaza de Mayo outside the government buildings in order to pressurize the 
authorities into launching an inquiry into the whereabouts of missing persons. 

In Hay 1978, a group of 13 women who had been searching for more than a year for 
their missing children and grandchildren formed themselves into a group called 
''The Grandmothers of the Pl.-za de Mayo”: most of their daughters were pregnant 
when they disappeared. 

It is worth noting that on 13 April 1978, the Buenos Aires newspaper 
La Nacion published a list of 232 persons v/ho had all been located by the 
'''Searc}r Division for Disappeared Persons” (La Division Busqueda do Personas 
Desanarecidas ) - an office apparently set up under the auspices of the 
Criminal Investigation Department of the Federal Police. This admission on the 
part of the Argentine authorities would appear to be the fruits of over two 
years of intemationol pressure. 


Rr. 2 or.es ? rl itico£> Croe pi'cvicus pr/;c> were- oil rbductc-cl by persons dressed in 
civilir.r clothirs* They vjorc r.ll driven r.v?:-y in five Rornuit 12 enro; to dr.tc, 
there- has been no offici?.! nev's of tlicir whc.VG-r.tcuts, 

The rclntivcs Crdnost r}l v/cmen) were ler.vin'; the Church of the Holy Cross 
in Buenos Aires w.rcrc- they hr.d hod r ac-evin^ to discuss placing on rdvcTtisc-rJcnt 
about dirr.pp-3'.'.rr.ncci: in c. Buonos Aires newspaper. In this «;;roup were- Psrr.gurycn 
nodical doctor, Pro Esther Ballcstrino de Carer.^r who lived in Buenos Airc-c under 
the- protection oi.’ the United Nations Kich Coninissicn for Refugees, and r. French 

ecuinonice.1 noveziont vrhich tries to locate- ciissing persons. 

AUiOthc-r Prcr.ch run , Leonie Bucuct, u-on ebducted fron her hone on 10 Dccenbcr 
1977 by four vnidonlified non driving an unnr.rkcc car. She- v/a.s not, apparently, 
engagod in the search for disappeared persons, but was an assistant to the Bishop 
cf San Jueto. 

On 3C March 19?^. the French newspr-pc-r Le Monde- report &d that the two French 
n* 2 ns had beer, killed and their bodies discovered two months previously on •?. beach 
botv.-cen Bahia Blrr.cc ond Har del Flata. The body of Pro Esther Bcllestrino de 
Ca.reaga was said to h-ove beer, icxid in the River Plate at the same tine. Hov/over, 
thc-re has never b'von -any official n-e-ws of their whereabouts, despite personal 
in.yuiries from President Cisca.rd d’Estaing, a letter from the- French Ambassador to 
/rgentinr., M. Frau^.cis de la Gorcc, reminding the Argentine govornnent of its duty 
under the '^iennr. Con/'c-ntion to infe-rm fcrcign enbassies of the detention of foreign 
citizens, and the French Bishop of /unrecy (who is also the President of the French 
Episcopal Cor.imittoe or. Relations v/ith Latin Aucrica) flying out to Argentina, to 
na.k.e incuirien. 

The disa.ppe-a.rancc of this entir-a group’ of persons is thought to h.ave been an 
attempt on tne part oi the- -Argentine authorities to prevent people demonstrating 
outside the- government buildings. 

2. Gra.cielc RUTILO ARTES nnd her daughter Ca.rln 

Official connivance, betwc-c-n the Argentine end Uruguaj’an security forces is 
v.'^ll loiovr.'.. ^iovcver , according to the- French publiootion Cjpado (February 197®), 
the Argentine /imbassndor to Pr.ris admitted, on 6 February 197d, that the same 
(.un) official agre-eme-nt exists octv;ecn the ..Irgc-ntinc authorities and the Bolivian 
governm-c-nt. According to th-e Cinad c source-, four Argentinians have been arrested 
in uolivia by the Bolivian secui'ity forces over the last year. All four were 
handed over io the /irgcntinc authorities and .all four hove disappeared v/ithout 
trace. 


On 1 April ?-97o, the Bolivian police arrustod 24 year old Grncielo Rutile 
.•Irtcc, an Argentine national and her daughter Carla,- then aged 9 months (and a 
Peruvian national) in Oi’ui’o, Bolivia. They wore both transferred to La Pnz, 
where mother a.nd daughter v/crc- separated; Graciela was kept in the Bolivian 
Minidtiy' of the Inti-i’ior; wh-zre et is a.lioged that she was tortured, and her 

Cl' Cc.;i-la v/.'.'s Gent to an erphrmage in La F''z where she was registered under 
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It is reported thot on 26 Ausust 19?6, Carla was renerrod froa'-the-orpbauase 
and that on 29 Aneust, both aether and daugjiter were handed over to the Argentine 
authorities at tho frontier. There had been no formal extradition order. 

Although Gracicla is of Argentine nationality, she had been living in 
Bolivia since the nge of 9. Relatives state that she had no known political 
affiliation; the motive of her arrest would appear to be her participation, as 
a representative of a students' orgenization, in a tin minors' strike. To date, 
there has been no news of the whereabouts of either. 


Amnesty International has received many testimonies concerning women who were 
pregnant at the time of abduction. The following are two representative cases: no 
official information has ever been received as to the fate of these women or their 
children. 

Sil via Monica QUINTKLA DAIABTA (Her photograph is available from AI) 

Silvia Monica Quintela Dalosta, a medical doctor aged JO, was'detained in 
Buenos Aires on 17 January 1977 by five armed men who belonged to the Navy. At 
this time, she was three months' pregnant. She was taken away in a light blue 
Ford Falcon. Her husband, who now lives in exile in Europe, was an eye-witness 
to her abduction. 

Her relatives took all possible legal measures, but there has never been an 
official recognition of her detention. Nevertheless, a released prisoner has 
informed AI that Silvio was detained^for at least four months in the Navy 
Mechanics' School (La Escuela de Meconica de la Armada) in the capital; this has 
frequently cited i:i testimonies as an imofficial detention centre. Furthermore, 
the released prisoner also stated that Silvia gave birth to a baby in the Navy 
Mechanics' School in July 1977. However, the baby was never handed over to 
relarives end there has been no news of cither since this date. 

2. Silvia Angelico Corazzo de Sanchez 

Silvia Angelica Corazza de Sanchez was abducted on 13 May 1977 ib a bar 
called ItL Suevo Cleve in the town of Lanus, Buenos Aires province, by persons 
dressed in civilian clothing. At the time- of her abduction, she was two months' 

pregnant, • 

In ;iecenber 1977, Silvio's parents received a letter in her handwriting 
anneuncing that she was expecting to give birth to her baby around Christmas. 

On 3 January 197fl, throe men in plain clothes arrived at her parents' house, 
bringing with them Silvia herself and the baby daughter, who had been bom on 
29 December 1977. The men forced Silvia's mother to sign a document which, 
among other points which she cannot remember, stated that she would not bond 

baby to anybody else. The men then left the baby, called Maria de las 
Mercedes, with her grandparents. They took Silvia away with them again, and 
nothing has been hoard of her since. 

Since receiving the baby, Silvia's parents have attempted to obtain a 
birth certificate and identity document for her from the authorities. The 
Ministry of the Interior promised Silvia's father that tho baby would be given a 
birth certificate. 

Silvia's husband, J7 year old surgeon Alberto Sanchez, now lives in Europe. 

He believes that the Argentine Ministry of the Interior's promise to give his 
daughter a birth certificate indicates that the government is in a position to 
locate his wife. 


There t.r:- ctill r;c-vornl children riissing. The irt?jority of these- v/c-re f.bductcd 
along with their njothc-rs; 

1. Cg.se- of riorc-al Avcllancdg. 


0^1 15 April 1976, ur.iforn^ed and plainclothed r^en n'.achinc -gunned the door of 
the Avcllanc-dc' family's hone a.t 2.0C c.t 2 . The- acn v.’crc loohir.g for Se-nor Florer.l 
Avollancda, a foiTJcr trade union leader in the TH^SA factory, hot finding hia, 
they ransacked th^ house, stole noney and other belongings, brutally' beat his 
wife Iris dc Avoll.nneda. and his son, also called Floreal, aged 15» 

Later the mother and son v/ere taken to the- police station of Villa Karte-lli 
and tortured. Sc-nora Avcllaneda was tied to a bed v;hc-re, after being soaked with 
ice-cold I'-'atcr for half an hour, her trousers were pulled off and she v;as given 
electric shock treatment all over her body. Her son luederwcnt similar treatment 
and she could hear him serc-nning. They v/crc briefly reunited, then Senora 
Avcllaneda was taker, hooded tc a place- she believed to be the Brigade- Cycmcs, a 
police b.arracks, 

Mere she repeatedly questioned about he-r husband's eherc-abouts. She 
was given electric shock treatment and boater, with sticks and gun butts on her 
head, nock and face. She \r.-s cr.rricr. out tc open country v.'hcrc a simulated 
cxc-cutior; was ctrge-d. The torture continued for some days, then the troatnont 
improved and finally she v.'as trr.nsfe-rrcd to Olmos prison and officially detained, 

1^ days after her arrest. 

V/rits of habeas corpus were filed for her son v/ithout any result. On I6 
August 1976, the nov.'spapcrs report od that several corpses hc?d been found on the 
Bruguayar. shores of the River Plate;. A tattoo (a heart with the letters "F.A.") 
on one of the bodies fitted the dr-scription of 15 year old Florcal Avcllansda. 

The Mir.istr-y cf Defence' rc'Kr.cv;ledg*''', that Sonera Avellaadda was detained at 
the disposal of th. 2>*.ecutive Pow>.r, but for reasons cf security could not give 
sny information about th^. personr.;.! rempansible for the -arrest of her And her son. 

2. Sima:'. Antonie RIQl'IXO (His photograph is available from /il) 

Sinen Antonio ^Riquclo wac 20 duye cld'ct the time of his abduction. He is the 
son cf Sara Rita Mendez Lamporic, a Uruguayan refugee living in Buenos Aires until 
she was abducted on 13 July 1976 clong v;ith Simon. In October 1976 she turned up 
in official detention in Montevideo, Uruguay. According to the- Uruguayan annod 
forces she v;as errest-ed in Uruguay or. 23 October 1976. Hov/cver, nothing at all 
has been heard of Simon Antonio sincv- his abduction. 

TORTURE 

Amnesty International continuc.s to receive torture testimonies from released 
prisoners. It is n probl-:-.- v/hich is closely linked to disappearances, since 
torture is most likely to occur v/hen the victim is secretly detained in military 
barracks, local police stations and disused buildings. Torture is, however, 
also common in official prisons. 

The- .most usual methods of torture vcrc-: '-Ic-ctric shock troatmont; water 
torture; beatings with fists, trunchv.ons, rifle butts and sticks (there have been 
cases of pregnant women so badly beaten that they have miscarried); cigarette 
burns; hooding; deprivation of food, drink and sleep; sexual abuse such as rape; 
A-mesty International has also roccivc-d allegrtions of torture by removing teeth, 
fingernails and eyes, by burning with boiling vjatcr, cil and acid and c-ven by 
castration. 
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Vc-ronicn E^.ndl~Alvr.roz (H/^r in from AJ.) 

Veronica liandl-Alvarcz, r.gcd 24, of duel Argentine-/Uift«./ j^/i iiciiJoiirn und 
pregnant^ disapptsared in Buenos Aires on 5 September 1976- At the time of her 
arrest she was studying nt the Faculty of Arts, University of Buenos Aires and 
financing her studies by working part-time at the Mexican Sabassy. Despite her 
family's efforts to trace her, there was no nows of her whereabouts until nearly 
two months later- They were infonaod that she was being held in Villa Devoto 
prison- 

During the course of Veronica’s first two months in prison, she was 
interrogated and suboected to the following forms of torture - carried out 
exclusively by men: 

a) Blows v;ith the fists, kicking, blows with an iron rod: all over the body, 
especially on the head, chest and abdomen. 

b) A door was slammed on her head, and thereafter, unconscious, she was thrown 
into her ce3Jl- 

c) Electrical torture: tied naked to a metal chair with electical wires on her 
fingers and toes- Later placed on a wooden bed and subjected to electrical 
torture all over her body, especially on the genitalia. On this occasion 
she was also beaten with an iron rod on the abdomen: this caused vaginal 
bleeding- During the electrical totture, a doctor was present. He did 
auscultation of her heart several tines, and established that it was alright 
to continue the torture. The torture by electricity left bums and long- 
lasting numbness of the hands, especially the right (several months), less 
of the feet (about three weeks). Moreover, swelling and numbness of the 
mouth caused by dysphagia lasting for about one week. Finally, it should be 
mentioned that she was shaking - especially her hands and jav;s - for days 
after olectriccl torture. 

d) Cold water was poured over her, especially after electrical torture. 
Occasionally she would suddenly - for example, in the middle of the night • be 
ordered to have a cold shower. 

e) She was blindfolded with adhesive plaster nnd in total isolation for two months 
in a very small and very cold single cell without a toilet; she had to relieve 
herself in the ccll- 

f) She was deprived of sleep: she was roused every hour for several nights and 
ordered to have a cold shower, with or without her clothes on. 

g) Sexual torture: sliam intorcoiu'se, including mastrirbation by male v’ardcrs. 

h) Shox;; executions, inter alia , with a rope. At one time a ’*priest'' was called, 
but he immediately start edki eking her- This v/as repeated for several days 
running. 

On II April 1977, she gave birth to a son in prison. IXiring labour, which 
lasted for about five hours,- she was tied to a bod by her hands and feet and was 
completely unattended until the last few minutes. Her newborn baby had to sleep 
on the floor of a rat- infested cell. 

Veronica wa« unexpectedly released in October 1977, after the Austrian 
govc-jument had granted her a vise- In November 1977, she was examined by AI’s 
group of Danish doctors. They found the following sequelae to torture: impaired 
memory, difficulty in concentrating, nervousness, headaches, dizziness and 
vaginal discharge since delivery of the baby. Fortunately, her baby (then aged 
7 nonths) showed normal mental and motor devlopacnt upon p^sical examination. 


2. Isf-.bc-l dc NIGI^OTTI 


iGr-.bcl Gc-T.ba d_ TL'^rotti.. r 27 ycr.r old :'i:r3cry schccl t-jcichir, v;as r.bcuctcd 
frci:; her hone, tcccthcr v;ith her husbrnd r.nc tr.ker. to a police station in Villr.. 
Urquizr , Buc-ncs Airc-s. AlthoUt^h ohc told thr. policw thnt she v.'oc pregnant, she 
v/ns punched and beaten, her hair '.;as pulled .and rho \;rs threatened v;ith death. 

She was kept hooded aeid her c'o.t •■■'c.n t '.!:eri av/ay. She was threatened and beaten by 
about eight rr.cn, who said they wou.'. gc and get her younger sister and nether. 

Later that opening, she had crarep spasres and began to feel ill. She. could hear 
her husbrnd screaking 

The- next r.orning, she v;.“.s trakv-n to Ccordinacion Federal so that her. political 
activities co\u.d be ir^vestigat.-l. The '.;o-rst troatoicnt began*. 

"They took r.:e to .another roer,: vdiere they kicked me .-nd punched me in 
the head. Thou they undres.scd me and boot me on the legs, buttocks 

I fell dov;n several time::! and they made me get up and stand by supporting 
myself on a table. Thej carried or. beating me. V/hile ell this was geing 
on thi-y talked to me, insulted me ~nd as]f;ed me about people I did:i't 
bocw rns'i things I didn't unclerstaiid. I ploadod with them to leav^, me 
alone, or else I would lose my baby- X hadn’t the- strength to speak, 
the pain was sc bad. 

"They stcarted tc give me -electric shocks cr. ry bre-asts, the side of nj* 
body and ’JUider nry s-.m.’.s. They k.cv:t questioning r:.e. They gave me- 
electric shsciis in the vagin: and p*at a pillr>\; over r^- mouth to stop 
me scre'’r.ing. Seme-one they called th-.- "colonel" cane and -said they 
were going to increas-i th.: voltr-.pe until I talked. Thc-y kept throv.ung 
v;ater over my body and apply inr electric shocks all -over." 

T\'/o days Ictcr sh-:. miscarried. Mer husb.cnc; '.;ar. subsequently released and currently 
lives in exile in EurepL. She ia rtill '.'-.•t.ain-jd in Vill.?. De-voto prison. 


A ST U DY Q? 7TLLA DEV’OTO PPJS ON 

■Unided 2, Cared ic- Villa B:votc, B.-rmudeE. 2651i 
Buenos .iircs. Cg.oitrl Fecura.l. Ar.?ontina 


Villa L veto in Buenos Aires is Argentina's 1-argcst prison. It contains the 
majority of firge-ntinr-, 'c female political prisoners (approximately 1,200 according 
to the testimonies of roleasc-d prisoners) although some 70 male political prisoners 
and a large nu:;]bc-r of male common nrisoners arc- also detained here. It was built 
to house 2,500 prioor.cra, but currently holds some 4,000. It v/as these overcrowded 
conditions which led male common prisoners' ic pretest and c.ouscd the "riot" of 
14 March 1978 - on incident which r._ccevcd considerable- publicity in the- 
internr.tienrl press. Bct\-een 4C and 46 prisoners died and between ?C and 
v;orc- severely injured. Acccrcling t:- th-:- official statement of the Argentine 
authorities, a group of prisoners - allegedly all on narcotics charges - took a 
prison guard hostage, killed him and then set fire to their nattr esses and 
blankets; the fire quickly spread. The authorities v;cro quick to point out that 
none of the dead or injured had bullet v/oundc. However, people outside the prison 
allege that h a special para-milit-?.ry combat groups v/erc sent to quell the riot, 
helicopters v;cro c.allcd in -and police cordoned off the prison. They further 
allege- that the noise cf g-unfire inside the prison could to hcrord for about half an 
hour. One of the doctors - Br Fortunate- 3enag,uin - \.’ho attended the injured was 
subsequently quoted in th... weekly r.agaiinc Somos as saying that seme- cf the dead 


Recommendations CSMRTESB) , since Deccnber 1975» all prisons in J^jrgentina have 
been under military'’ jurisdiction. Political prisoners are all categorized 
under decree £023 (issued in Deceaber 197^ and made^more severe in May 1976) 
as extreaely dangerous and are subject to a harsh regiae which: 

a) restricts visits and correspondcaice to blood relatives (this does not 
include comaon-law spouses or partners of a second marriage, as divorce 
is not recognized in Argentina;) 

b) imposes strict censorship of mail and reading natter; 

c) authorizes spot checks and whole body searches which may be carried out 
at random, even at meal times; 

d) permits severe penalties for the smallest infraction of prison regulations. 

Furthermore, decree 953 ( Heirimen de Maxima Pelicrosidad ) -the maximum security 
regulations also apply in Villa Devoto. According to the inmates of Villa Devoto, 
these decrees (2023 and 955) "were created with the aim of treating political 
prisoners in an inhuman and cruel way and ’legalizing* the violations of the most 
elementary human rights". 

Finally, it is worth noting that Villa Devoto, along with La Plata prison 
(for males, situated in Buenos Aires province) is considered Argeatina*s ’’model" 
prison. The age range of the female political prisoners is from 17 to 50 years 
years old and babies are imprisoned along with their mothers. 

General Conditions 

” The wards ( nabc-llones - large' rooms with about 20 bunks) where the many 
political prisoners held in this prison must spend their days are long dark 
corridors with cells on each side. Each ward has 23 cells, and in eaSh of then 
are foim: people who have to live in a space that would be the minimum for only one 
person. All have as sole furniture a water-closet, a wash basin, a cement shelf 
and foiir bunks fixed to the walls. There is a window, which, besides its iron 
bars is covered with a thin steel net. It is forbidden to climb up or get near 
the windov;. Ventilation is minimal and the sanitary system virtually non-existent 

Food 

SMKTPRR (20 (l) and ( 2 ) ? "Bvt?ry prisoner shall be provided by the 
administration at the usual hours v/ith food of nutritional value adequate 
for health and strength, of wholesome quality and well prepared and served." 

'TrinJcLng water shall be available to every prisoner whenever e/he needs 


'•It (the food) is ^ based, on 


flour and fat. The 


spaghetti and stev;, the dcily nc-r.ls, ?.rc- an indcscriba.bl'' ma^s which is clsost 
inpossiblo to sv;rllow. P.icre is almost cover meat and v/hen it is given, it is 
cf the worst quality-, thus having no protein value at all. Several months ago, 
the deliver;;’ of milk c-ea.sed. iij.1 this Ic-cds to steady physical deterioration 
and the loss cf basic resistence to disease. 

"Every day. prisoners fall' ill with 'soricus' stomach complaints or- other 
illnesses which require a special diet, of better quality. Usually this is not 
ordered, and if it is ordered it may be interrupted at any tine. The tc-r- 
(boilcd mate, a herb tea'j has no taste at all; and iS: without sugar and is no 
bettor than the rest of the food. There is grease floating in it from the badly, 
cleaned containers. This diet could bo reasonably balanced if relatives might 
be ?.llov/od to send food to the prisoners, or if better food were sold at tic 
prison. Both alternatives are expressly'- forbidden ,by decree 955« the present 
tine, only a fev; items allowed by the decree can be brought into the prison 
and even thesc-a.r-e difficult to obtain, owing to the bad economic -position of 
the prisoners." 

Medical Att»^nticn 

SMRTPRR (22 (l) r.r.d (2) and 25(1)) '• "At every institution, there sha.ll be 
availabl-3 the services of at least cne qualified medical officer who should 
have some knowledge of psychiatry..,." 

"Sick prisoners who require spocicd.ist troatnont shall be transferred to 
specialized institutions or to civil hospitals " 

"The medical officer shall have the care of the physical and mental - 
health of the prisoners and should daily aec all slck^ prisoners, all 
who complain of il3.nc-ss, and any prisoner to when his attention is 
specially directed." 


"This is oxccediiigly bad. V/hc-r. they go to see the doctor^ some nedecino 
may be prescribed without any •exc-nination. These modocines must be bought at 
the prison ; and the pi’isoners do r.or .?.iwo.ys have the moans to do so. Nothing, 
not even an aspirin,, is provided, even in cases of extreme urgency. In order 
to obtain assis'canco from .a specialist, it is necessary to book months in advejico 
and, if you arc lucky, the day may cone. But the result makes- little difference 
owing to the situation already* described. In some cases X-rays are ordered, but 
the results are not teov.-n by the prisoners. The doctor’s surgery has only a bed, 
and no other medical equipment, not even basic first aid equipment. While the 
consultation takes place ciio prisen warders and other staff walk past. The 
nurses treat the political prisoners badly and, like the doctors, they arc more 
police than health staff. Host of them are unquaJ-ified, and previously belonged 
to the Inspection Board (Internal Security Police) and the prisoners are really 
guinea pigs for them, usually they lack professional knowledge." 

In October 197'^, pcliticr.l prisoner i\lici-a Pais dc- Juarez died in Pavilion 
41 of Villa Devote priaon as ? r-e-sult cf lack of medical attention. Daring her 
year of imprisonmen-^ , -rflicia had had frequent attacks of asthma. When fellow 
prisoners asked for an investigation into her death, they v/ore locked up in 
punishment colls for 20 days.. 
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Case Z* Mireya ROJO 

Legal r.dyiser to the Metalworkers* Union of Villa Constitucion (Union de los 
Obreros Metalurgicos ) « she v/as arrested on 29 April I 975 after a widespread 
strike in the industrial town of Villa Constitucion, but has never been brought 
to trials Whilst 2 ^ detention, she contracted tuberculosis and is currently 
reported to weigh only 37 kilos* In July 1977» a testinony received from the 
prisoners of prisoners of Villa Devoto reported that she had also got a stocach 
ulcer. Although she has been transferred to Villa Uevoto hospital, her health 
gives cause for grave concern given the inadequate nedical attention. 

Other v/onea seriously ill in Villa Devoto prison (reported to AI in July 1977: 
current state of health unlmovm): 

1, t^atilde PERAUJA PINO - aged 42, a polio victim 

2. Carolina SUAZO de SAVALA 

5 . Bc-atrlz JACOB - hernia of the diaphragm 

4. Margarita FERRE - hemorrhage as a result of torture 

5 . Eva DIAZ de BQMERO - aged 6 O; acute diabetes 

6 . Yolanda GATICA - psychologically disturbed. 

7 . Margarita BABRERA - Chagas* fever (otherwise loiown as African sleeping sictaiess) 

fever resulting in tremors, headaches, apathy, convulsions and a coma 
progressing to death. 

8 . Marta RAMOS - suffers from acute asthma attacks 

9 . Eva Magdalena ZAMORA de 

10. Ilcrma E. PERALTA - constriction of aorta 

11 . Carmen CCRi'IES de CASTIGLIONI - aged 66 ; lumbago and serious heart condition. 

12. Blanca B3CEER - aged 3 I - 

13 . Rosa SAM)0VAL - aged 53? serious physical deterioration. 

14. Nancy AYALA - aged 19; acgacolon: abnormal enlargement of colon resulting in 
malfunctioning of bowels. 

Mothers and Babies 

SMRTPRR C 23 ( 1 ) auci (2)): '*In women's iiistitutions there shall be special 
accommodation for all necessary pre-natal and post-natal care and treatment. 
Arrangements shall bo made wherever practicable for children to be bom in 
a hospital outside the institution. If a child is born in. prison, this fact 
shall not be mentioned in the birth certificate." 

"Where nursing infants are allowed t> remain in the institution with their 
mothers, provision shall be made for a nursery staffed by qualified 
persons, where the infants shall be p 3 j 2 ced when they are not in the 
care of their mothers." 


"The prisoners who are pregnant or have children younger than 6 months at 
the time of their arrest are kept in a separate v;ard, but without special 
treatment. What is more terrible is that, once the child is 6 months* old, 
decree 955 says that he must abandon his mother and be given to relatives. 

It is not even allowed for the child to be with his mother during his first 
year, which is a vital time fot hhe child's future development." 

See also case of Veronica Eandl- Alvarez, Page 5* 
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Discitirine and P^misimenV Visit s/l^ecrestioryinspsct ion 

Conduct constituting ^ disciplinary cf fence, the type and duration of that 
puninhment and the authority ccapetent to inpose such punishments arc all at 
the discretion of the Argentine authcrites. However, 

’’Corpcral punisbnent, punishment by placing in a dark cell, and all 
cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments shall be conpletely 
prohibited as punishments for disciplinary offences." 

5MP.TPHR , 31 

According tc tostimonies received from the prisoners of Villa Devoto, the 
inmates are constantly p-mishod for "the acst improbable and arbitrary reasons 
that can be rmagiied’*. oor e::ajap?.e. it is apparently forbidden to: talk 
loudly, sing; celebrate birthdays, have a nesting of more than six people, 
put on plays, do physical exercises, do any work with the hands or show any 
sign of joy. 


Prisoners arc often punished by being sent to what are knovm cis the 
"pig-stics". 'These are small cells, measuring Z.30m x Im. The cell window 
is small and high up; when the natural light fades the cell is in total 
darkness. There is nc v?ash-c3sir. or toilet. A mattress and blankets are 
devlivered at 10, CO pm and arc taken swaj’ again at 6.00 am. The prisoner is 
only allo'wcd tc have the clothes she is wearing at the time. The period of 
punishment is, apparently, ICTflR lESS THAI' 20 days. Some prisoners are known 
to have spent 4^ DAITS in total isolation in rhese cells. 

Visits 

The right to receive viRitoya may be wlthdravm at enj time as a punishment. 
Political prisoners in Villa levoto may receivf' visitors for two hours a week: 
an hour for direct rale relatives and an hour lor direct- female relatives* SIhe 
visixs take place in spc-cia31y prepared rooms. The ••■l.soncr and her relatives 
are separated by a pane of glass which prevents all physical contact. Conversations 
are conducted through a microphone; funthermcre. all conversations are recorded. 


Again, this privclegc may also bo v/ithdrau-n as a fora of arbitrary punishment. 
The prisoners arc- allowed one hour's exercise per day in an enclosed concrete yard 
surrounded by armed guards. 'While the prisoners are taking their exercise, their 
cells are often searched by the guards, la the past, warders have stolen or broken 
a prisoner's few belonginga. 

Inspection 

Dccrcoc 2023 cold 955 legalize the "reouisa ve.iatoria V - humiliating body- 
body soarchei: 

"The inspection staff in Villa Devetc become day by day more specialized 
in ill treatment n aggression and h-orassmant cf the political prisoners. They 
have absolute impunity and the support -of their superiors. 'Daually, the 
function of the inspection staff in a prison is to keep internal order and 
security: fundamentally a preventive function. At the present time, their 
work is fundamentally repressive and intimidatory. 

"At the beginning, individual inspection './as carried out by feeling the 
clothes of each prisoner. Then they were obliged to taka their over-clothos 
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off, keeping only pants and bra. Now they have to be conpletely naked, allowing 
the woman in charge of the inspection to handle their bodies in a degradin'^ and 
hirailiating way. In some cases, certain prisoners were forced to go to to the 
prison infirmary, so that the gynaecologist could give them a vaginal inspection. 


In July 1977, Amnesty International received the following testimony from the 
prisoners of Villa Devoto, concerning interrogation and threats of execution: 

Interrogation : 

"In recent months the prisoners have been daily interrogated in prison by 
members of the First Army Corps from Buenos Aires, and the Second Army Corps 
from Fosario. Even so, on 13 June (1977^ three prisoners were taken away from 
the prison, presumably to be taken to Cordoba for interrogation by the Third 
Army Corps. (This section of the am^ have announced that people arrested 
within their jurisdiction are to be taken to Cordoba for their interrogation. 
Knowing the criminal mentality of the armed forces in Cordoba, we are very 
worried about them.) 

"The day they were taken from their cells,- they were told that they would 
attend proceedings leading to their release. li'oa prison they were taken to 
the Military Airport of Moron, from where they shwuld have taken a plane to 
Cordoba. Once there they realized that they had been deceived and that the 
purpose of their journey was to interrogate them. That day the journey had to 
be cancelled because of bad weather, and they v/ese sent back to prison with he 
assurance that they would be transferred when the order arrived. This happened 
a week later. 

"This time, in spite of the protests of the other prisoners, who fearing for 
their lives tried to postpone the transfer, the soldiers took them away by force, 
brutally dragging the women across the floor. Several other political prisoners 
were severely beaten, and physically assaulted, and then sent to the punishment 
cells to be held incommunicado for 20_days (without visits, letters, locked in 
all the time, with music blaring through the prison loud-speakers). 

"The authorities of the Villa Devoto prison say that they received orders 
from the military to produce the people asked for alive or dead. They, as the 
people in charge of the prison, are only responsible for the lives of the 
prisoners transferred for interrogation until the moment they leave the prison 
Gates." — 

Threats of Execution 

"Horacio^Martin Galindoz^ Seciu’lty Chief, supported by the Director of the 
Prison, Mr Puiz, has curing the last few days made serious warnings to the 
prisoners, threatening them if they do not co-operate and accept the repr^sive 
policy of the transfer for torture, he himself will take responsibility for 
executing the prisoners by shooting then. Also at any time, he woiJ.d give the 
order to riddle the cells v/ith bullets. It will not be surprising if we soon 
hear of shooting and murder at the Villa Devoto prison, which is the prison 
that The Argentinian military authorities' exhibit,, as a model of respect for 
human rights, while what it really is, is a model of repression, harassment 
and torture that destroys physically the women of Argentina and other Latin 
.American countries who live day by day under a system of terror and oppression. 
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Cr.se studies of twe wcncu politiccl prisoners currently detc-lned in Villr. Devote: 

1, Maria Jose- YOKRE 

Ma.ria Jose Yofro was arrested on 19 Decenber 1975t ’whilst in her eighth 
nonth of pregnancy, together with her 2 year old son. It is reported that she 
spent the last nenth of her pregnancy in a snail roon in a barracks without 
light or ventilation, in a region of consistently high tenperatures and 
hunidity. Her baby daughter was with her for only 24 hours; her son was also 
then taken from the prison, and she herself was t:ransf erred to ‘Villa Devpto in 
Buenos Aires. 

Maria's parents nov; live in Cuba, having been forced to leave Argentina in 
order to escape- the repression inflicted -apon their family : 

Miguel Hugo Vaca Na.rvaja Their brother-in-law. Disappeared on 

10 March 1976 in Cordoba. He was a 
lawyer active in the defence- of political 
prisoners. 

Their nephew, and also o la-wyer like his 
father. lie and two other detainees 
were killed during c transfer from 
Cordoba Penitentiary. 

Carlos Felipe Altaairr. lofre : Their nephew; also a lawyer and c. neaber 

of the administrative council of the 
Cordoba College of Lawyers. Abducted in 
Buencs Aires in May 1976, a few days 
after military and p-;lice personnel had 
set fire to his office in Cordoba.. 


Gabriela lofre : Their daughter. Abducted in Buenos Aires 

in October 1976. Mother of a 3 year old. 

Husband of Gabriola Killed in May 1977- 


Harla's two children arc now cared for by thoir paternal ..grandparents. By 
October 1977, she had only seen hor children twice because of the economic 
difficulties occasioned by visits to the prison. The ^visits last for half an 
hour and prisoner and visitor are separated by a. glass screen and have to talk 
through microphones. The conversations are recorded. 

Maria Jos c Yofro has now been held for years without any charges against 
her. Her case was taken up by Amnesty International in April 1978. 

2, Liliana. Graciela VCGLER 


Miguel Hugo Vaca Narva j a 
(sen of the above) 


Liliana Graciela Vogler,^a university student aged 17, v/as arrested on 
25 June 1975 her home in Hio Cuarto, Cordoba province. It is reported that 
she was tortured during the first two days of her detention by the Provincial. 
Police. She was blindfolded and hooded to prevent the later recognition of her 
torturers, and beaten all over her body. Under torture, she was forced to sign 
a. declaration, which had been dra.v/n up by the police, ^stating that she and 
two friends (Juan Alberto Muzzclon -o.nd Francisco Bermudez, v-/ho had been arrested 
a few hours before her) were* involved in political activities and in possession 
of subversive literature. Five days after he-r arrest, bef-ere being taken to 
the Feder-al Court, she was threatened that she .and her family would be killed if 
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she did not confina the dcclnrntion, in court. She was not allovcd to taUc-vd-th 
her relatives or laivyer until the proceedings were over. She ratified the 
declpration dra\m up by the police, but at the end of the prolininary hearings 
she stated how she had been beaten in the first days of her arrest and that 
after signing the declaration she had been treated well. 

From 10 - 15 July (1975) she was transferred to Buen Pastor (a prison for 
women) in Cordoba city, and in August to Cordoba Penitentiary. At the same tine, 
the arrests of young students were continuing in Rio Cuarto. One of then, 

Clotildc Tercovich, was raped by a policeman called Geton Graez. She had his 
baby during 1976, whilst detained in Rio Cuarto prison. 

As a result of the above arrests, the Federal Judge of Rio Cuarto ordered 
that 'Liliana should~be transferred to that city for a new investigation to be 
carried out. The transfer took place on 7 Septenber 1975. I^ing the journey 
she was tortured - psychologically at first: they pretended that they were going 
to shoot her* Twice en route she was made to get down from the vehicle 
transporting them and undergo a mock execution. All this time she was blindfolded 
and handcuffed. She, was also pulled by the hair and threatened* 

When Liliana was taken before the Federal Judge, she asked for protection 
and guarantees, because she v/ished to tell the truth, and having received solemn 
promises from the Judge, she denounced in detail the tortures to which she had 
been subjected at the time of her arrest and during the previous day*s joumey- 
She stated tha.t she could not identify those who had ill-treated her in the 
first instance, but could say who had done so during the Transfer from Cordoba to 
Exc Cuarto because she had been given a single blindfold and^this had slipped a 
little, enabling her to recognize them. One of them was Geton Gomez, who was 
renowned anongst the political prisoners, and although she could not give the 
names of the other two, she could identify them. She then told the Judge that 
under threats and in fear of again being submitted to torture she had confirmed . 
as correct the declarations which had been dragged from her by the police, when 
she had appeared before him. However, the truth was that she had never taken 
part in any politics, she was not connected with. subversion and she was innocent 
of the charges made against her. 

However, when she went to sign the declaration she found that her exact words 
had not been recorded and, more importantly, the name of her torturer and the 
information she liad given concerning the other two helpers were omaitted. The 
secretary of the court informed her that he had not been present at certain points 
of the investigation and therefore ne did not know what she had said, tut she 
should not worry because if she wished to have it recorded she should request a 
supplementary investigation, as the Federal Judge had already retired and he 
himself could not add to his declaration, anything that he- Iiad not heard, personally. 
Anparently, this was correct, but a new investigation could never be obtained. 

In the face of Liliana's declarations, the judge in charge of the case (at that 
time Dr Jose M. Alir.ga) ordered that Liliana should meet each of the five of 
her friends end fellow students who were in detention. Two of them (previously 
mentioned), Francisco Bermudez, son of a well-known Rio Ciiarto doctor, and 
Jtinn Alberto Muzzolon, had been removed from Rio Ciiarto prison and taken to the 

police station. They were tortured for five days: they were beaten with fists 

and sticks all over their bodies, but particularly on the head; they were 
kicked in the genitals and submitted to "water torture" - only urine was used 
instead of water. The third was Juan Carlos Gentile; ho had purple, green and 
black marks all over his body - the result of torture. The remaining two were 
Patricia Giglione, aged l8 and a friend of Liliana's and Clotilde Tercovich, 
previously cited in this case history. She was aged l8 and a university friend of 

Liliana's. They had both been arrested 15 days before this and had been detained 

in the police station, where both had been tortured and threatened; Patricia 
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denisd this v;hcn she ^ppc-nrc-d before the Judre. 3oth /'iris •./ere giver, the 
possibility of ettairinc their freeden if they collaborated with the police* 
Muzzolon, Bemudez, Gentile- and Yc-rccvich hod to sign fr.othcr str.tGSent (ollogodly 
■under torture) in which they recognized ns belonging to there certain explosives 
and subversive literature v/hich had been found in the .outskirts' of the- town# 

Liliana was implicated in this as v;ell* 

On 13 September 1975i just five da.ys after Liliana had denounced her torture 
before the Federal Judge of Bio Cuarto, part of the Vcgler's family home was 
blown up. Liliana was threatened Vvith death. 

At the end of October 1975 » the Cordoba newspaper La Voz. del Intc-ricr , 
published an article put in by relatives of political prisoners, denouncing 
Liliana's tortur-e. Or. 22 November (1975), ii'-o Voglers' home v;as again blown up. 
Liliana's father, Guillermo, was told that he would be killed if he did not 
leave the city v;ithin 72 hours. On I 8 Lc-cenber, Guillermo Voglcr was arrested 
and seat to Cordoba Penitentiary. 

Tho Cordoba area of Argentina is controlled by the XU Army Corps, who are 
notorious for their repressive measures. Immediately after the military coup of 
24 March 1976, people in the prisons and 'concentration camps in 'this area were 
openly tortured, mutilated and killed. /J.1 the prisons in the. Cordoba area 
were totally isolated from the outside world- The prisoners were net allowed 
to write, receive letters or visitors. They were allowed no reading material or 
radios. During the period April - August 1976, 29 political prisoners from 
Cordoba Penitentiary died: they either died as a result of torture cr were 
removed from the prison and unofficially executed. Four women who were ‘in prison 
along with Liliana died: the- body of one of them, 23 year old Alicia Bosetti 
and the mother of a small child, showed severe loiife wounds. She had spent 30 days 
in total isolation, without clothes (this was mid-winter) and, insufficient food. 

In Soptenber 1976, prisoners wore re-moved from Cordoba Penitentiary end taken 
to Villa Devoto (women) and Sierra Chica (men) prisons. It was at this time that 
Liliana arrived at Villa Devoto. 

Both Liliana end her father Guillermo were adopted by Amnesty International in 
July 1977 . Guillcimc Vogler was released in December 1977 and now lives in exile 
in the USA. Liliana was charged 'under Law 20.840 - the Law of National Security - 
and sentenced to 9 years' imprisonment in March 197S for possession of explosives 
and subversive literature and affiliation to the ERP (People's Revolutionary Arc^ - 
E.icrcito Revolucionaric del Puefalo ) - a violent, left-wing organization. It is 
worth noting that of the group arrested on or around the same date as Liliana, 
she was the only one who denounced her torture and torturers to the judge. While 
the person most implicated was given c 6 year sentence, she received the 
severest sentence. Relatives state that she is completely innocent of the 
charges brought against her; her case if now under- appeal before the Federal Court 
of Appeal in Cordoba. A state-defender has been appointed because no lawyer is 
willing to take on the case. 


